Report on green procurement
Sub-action E1.1 "Project management"
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Introduction
Green procurement is the purchase of products and services with lower environmental impacts through the selection of
contractors on the basis of environmental requirements included in the tender. Beside price and quality, the
environmental performances of products and services are evaluated. Adopting a wider approach, sustainable
procurement means making sure that products and services the organization buys provide value for money on a life
cycle cost basis and generate benefits also for the environment, the society, and the economy. When green procurement
is applied by public bodies we talk about Green Public Procurement (GPP) and specific rules and requirements have
been set at European Union (EU) level and by each member state. Italy was the first EU country to make GPP
mandatory in 2016.
In accordance with the requirements of the LIFE Programme, the partners of the LIFE DRIVE will consider green
procurement principles for the purchase of goods and services during the project duration.
To implement a common approach for all partners, this document has been prepared and circulated to:

describe the main references of EU and Italian legislations and policies;

describe features of eco-labels and certification schemes useful for supply of goods and services

define some practical guidelines to be applied by the LIFE DRIVE project partners. The guideline addresses
both procurement issues and good practices aimed to reduce environmental impacts and carbon footprint.

Legislative and policy frame work
Green Public Procurement (GPP) is defined in the Communication "Public procurement for a better environment" (COM
(2008) 400) as "a process whereby public authorities seek to procure goods, services and works with a reduced
environmental impact throughout their life cycle when compared to goods, services and works with the same primary
function that would otherwise be procured".
GPP can affect environmental impact:
Directly – through improved environmental performance of goods, services and works bought
Indirectly – through using this market leverage to encourage companies to invest in cleaner products and services
GPP is a voluntary instrument and member states can determine the extent to which they implement it.
Public organizations are major consumers and an important market driver: they spend approximately 1.8 trillion euro
annually, representing around 14% of the EU’s gross domestic product. Through the application of GPP, public bodies
can provide industry with real incentives for developing low impact services and products and support the development
of a green market. In some sectors, public purchasers decisions have a considerable impact on a significant share of the
market, for instance on public transportation and construction, health and education services. GPP criteria have been
developed by the European Commission for several product groups to be used by member states. GPP criteria include
not only selection and award criteria but also specifications and contract performance clauses, which can help to green
the contract. These criteria are regularly reviewed and updated and are designed to be inserted directly into tender
documents since they include also the verification methods.
The EU GPP criteria are divided in:

Core criteria, designed to allow easy application of GPP. They focus on the key area(s) of environmental
performance of a product or service, and aim to keep administrative costs for companies to a minimum.

Comprehensive criteria, that take into account more aspects or higher levels of environmental performance, and
can be used by public authorities that want to go further in supporting environmental and innovation goals.
At the moment the covered product and service groups are 15: cleaning products and services, copying and graphic
paper, combined heat and power (CHP), office buildings, electrical and electronic equipment in the health care sector,
electricity, food and catering services, furniture, gardening products and services, imaging equipment, indoor lighting,
office IT equipment, road design, construction and maintenance, sanitary tapware, street lighting and traffic signals,
textiles, toilets and urinals, transport, wall panels, wastewater infrastructure, and water-based heaters. Assistance in
interpreting and applying the criteria is available from the GPP Helpdesk.
As the first European country to make GPP mandatory in public procurement, Italy identified "minimum environmental
criteria" (Criteri Ambientali Minimi, CAM) defined for the various stages of the purchasing process (Law 221/2015). This
th
obligation was then confirmed in the new code for public procurement (the Legislative Decree n.50 of April 18 , 2016
and subsequent amendments) which also explicitly refers to the concept of "life cycle costing", implementing Directive
2014/24/EU regarding public procurement. In Italy GPP criteria are available for 20 product groups: furniture for internal
use, urban furniture, incontinence aids, work shoes and leather accessories, copying and graphic paper, ink cartridges,
public lighting products, public lighting service, textiles, office IT equipment, construction and maintenance, lighting,
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heating and cooling in buildings, cleaning service for buildings, urban waste management, food and catering services,
printings, vehicles, gardening products and services, and sanitization of sanitary buildings.
CAM for other product groups are under definition or approval.
The following comparative table synthesizes the applicability of EU criteria, EU ecolabel and Italian minimum
environmental criteria to different products.
Product category

EU
ECOLABEL

CAM

Food and catering
canteen service
food supply
Buildings
construction and maintenance
windows
thermal insulation
partition walls
road design
hard floor coverings
paints and varnishings
sanitary tapware
hydraulic dumpings
water heating
Urban services
soil improvers
urban furniture
Textiles and shoes
Furniture (office, school, archive, reading rooms)
Energy services
lighting
buildings heating and cooling
public lighting
electricity
Electronic
personal computer
printers
photocopiers
mobile phones
Stationery
reams of paper
graphics card
Waste management
Buldings management
clearing service
detergents
vacuum cleaner
Transports
road means
sustainable mobility systems

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
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EU Criteria

X
X

X
X
X

DRIVE activities related to green procurement
Green procurement and climate resilient practices can be applied in the following Life DRIVE activities:

Events organization (conferences, workshops, stakeholders meetings)

Partners meetings

Dissemination material

Transports

Food and caterings

Guideline to certification schemes and labels
Many criteria foreseen in the Green Procurement could be fulfilled and proven by certification schemes. Certifications
could be related to products (labels) and to organizations (management systems). The following table defines the
category of voluntary labels and how they can be used in Green Public Procurement.

Voluntary labels

Features

How use them in GPP

They are based on a multi-criteria
system that considers the entire life
cycle and are subject to external
certification by a third party. Example
of these labels is the European
Ecolabel.

To elaborate technical specifications
in order to define the characteristics
of the goods or services to be
purchased; to verify compliance with
these requirements by accepting the
label as a means of proof of
compliance with the technical
specifications

Type II – CLAIMS
(ISO14021:2002)

They are based on self-declarations
by the manufacturer and consider a
single environmental aspect. An
example is the self-declaration of the
percentage of recycled material used
in the manufacture of a product.
Type II labels are not subject to
external certification by third parties.

As support in the definition of
technical specifications or information
on the characteristics of a product
(biodegradability, recyclability, nontoxicity of treatments, etc.); as a
means of proof of compliance only in
the case of self-declaration verified
by a third party.
As a means of proof of compliance
with
the
environmental
characteristics indicated by the
contracting authorities as mandatory
technical specifications and / or
reward criteria.

Type III – ECO-PROFILES
(ISO 14025:2006)

They consist of a quantification of the
potential
environmental
impacts
associated to the product life cycle.
These impacts must be assessed in
accordance
to
the
product
specifications and presented in a
form that facilitates the comparison
between products through the
standardization
of
certain
parameters. An example is the
Environmental Product Declarations
(EPD). Type III labels are subjected
to external certification by a third
party.

Type I – LABLES
(ISO 14024:2001)

Existing certification schemes and eco-labels are numerous and related to different topics of environment and
sustainability. Next tables will give indications about many labels and management systems.
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PRODUCTS ECO-LABLES
References
Scope
Organic product
Brand that certifies the
(Reg. EU 834/2007 – Reg. EU 889/2008 organic production of
– Reg. EU 710/2009 –Reg. EU 271/2010 food and drinks
- Reg. EU 2273/2017)
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eupolicy/legislation_it

Product category
Food products

MSC
Marine Stewardship Council
International tandard
www.msc.org

Brand
that
certifies
sustainable fishing and
the chain of custody for
the traceability of fish
products

Sea food

Friends of the sea
www.friendofthesea.org

Brand that identifies fish
products deriving from
sustainable fishing and
farming

Sea food

Energy star
International Voluntary System – EPA
www.eu-energystar.org/it

Mandatory label that
indicates the energy
efficiency
class
of
energy-consuming
products .

ENVIRONMENT

Energy Label
(Directive 2010/30/EU – Reg. EU 1059/10
– Reg. EU 1060/10 – Reg. EU 1061/10 –
Reg. EU 1062/10)
http://eur-lex.europa.eu

Label
that
identifies
energy efficient office
equipment
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Electrical
electronic
equipment

and

Electrical
electronic
equipment

and

Logo

References
PEFC Programme for Endorsement of
Forest Certification schemes
International standard
www.pefc.it

FSC
International standard
www.fsc-italia.it

EU Ecolabel
(Reg. EC. 66/2010)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabe

Brand that identifies
products
containing
wood
from
forests
managed in a correct
and responsible manner
according
to
environmental,
social
and economic standards
Brand that certifies the
ecological quality and
environmental
performance of products
/ services

EPD
Environmental Product Declaration
(Standard ISO 14025 - ISO 14040)
www.environdec.com

Brand that allows to
compare
the
environmental impacts of
different
products
/
services throughout their
life cycle

Re made in Italy

Label
certifying
the
content
of
recycled
material, expressed as a
percentage, within a
material, semi-finished
or finished products
Mark
certifying
the
recycled content and
traceability
in
the
product obtained from
the valorisation of plastic
waste from separate
collection
(postconsumption)
and
industrial waste (preconsumption)

http://www.remadeinitaly.it/

Plastica seconda vita
http://www.ippr.it/il-marchio-psv

ENVIRONMENT

PRODUCTS ECO-LABLES
Scope
Product category
Brand that certifies forest furniture
products deriving from stationery (paper)
forests managed on the non wood products
basis of sustainability
criteria
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furniture
stationery (paper)
non wood products
FSC-ITA-0099

textiles
papers
forniture
urban furniture
electrical
and
electronic
equipment
clearing products
buildings
soil improvers
textiles
papers
forniture
urban furniture
electrical
and
electronic
equipment
clearing products
buildings
soil improvers
food
buildings
transports
forniture
urban furniture
packaging
others
buildings
transports
forniture
urban furniture
packaging
others

Made Green in Italy
Italian Regulation n. 56/2018

https://www.minambiente.it/pagina/madegreen-italy

National scheme based
on
EU
Product
Environmental Footprint
method, managed by
Italian
Environment
Ministry
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no existing PCR at
the moment

Product category
Global
Organic
Textile
Standard
(International standard OE
100 Textile Exchange International Working Group)
www.global-standard.org
®

Oeko-Tex
(International standard 100 –
Associazione Oeko-Tex)
www.oeko-tex.com

Label that certifies that the
textile product and its raw
materials do not contain
chemicals
and /
or
substances that could be
harmful to human health

Textiles
clothing

Fairtrade
(International standard ISO 65
–
Fairtrade
Labelling
Organization)
www.fairtradeitalia.it

Guarantee
mark
that
identifies
products
deriving from Fair Trade.
The raw materials used
come from the South of
the World

food
personal care
textiles

Stop ai test su animali
(International standard)
www.gocrueltyfree.org

Brand that certifies the
commitment not to carry
out animal testing of
finished products and
ingredients.

Personal care

HEALTH
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

PRODUCTS ECO-LABLES
Product category
Product category
Brand certifying that:
Textiles
and
- the product was obtained clothing
by natural fibers produced
by organic farming
the
manufacturing
process
has
a
low
environmental impact
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Management Systems
Description
EMAS
The EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme
Reg. 1221/2009/CE
(EMAS) is a premium management instrument
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm developed by the European Commission for
companies and other organisations to
evaluate,
report,
and
improve
their
environmental performance. EMAS is open to
every type of organisation eager to improve its
environmental performance. It spans all
economic and service sectors and is applicable
worldwide.
ISO 14001
ISO 14001:2015 specifies the requirements for
https://www.iso.org/standard/60857.html
an environmental management system that an
organization can use to enhance its
environmental performance. ISO 14001:2015
is intended for use by an organization seeking
to manage its environmental responsibilities in
a systematic manner that contributes to the
environmental pillar of sustainability.
ISO 45001
ISO 45001:2018 specifies requirements for an
https://www.iso.org/standard/63787.html
occupational health and safety (OH&S)
management system, and gives guidance for
its use, to enable organizations to provide safe
and healthy workplaces by preventing workrelated injury and ill health, as well as by
proactively improving its OH&S performance.

SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY

HEALTH

ENVIRONMENT

References

SA 8000
http://www.sa-intl.org/

ISO50001

ENERGY

https://www.iso.org/standard/69426.html

The SA8000 Standard is based on
internationally recognized standards of decent
work, including the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, ILO conventions, and national
laws. SA8000 applies a management-systems
approach
to
social
performance
and
emphasizes
continual
improvement—not
checklist-style auditing.
This document specifies requirements for
establishing, implementing, maintaining and
improving an energy management system
(EnMS). The intended outcome is to enable an
organization to follow a systematic approach in
achieving continual improvement of energy
performance and the EnMS.

9

Logo

n.a.

Reference practices
For each item, a description of sustainable practices and green procurement application will be defined. Moreover, each
description is accompanied by a table aimed at highlighting the Italian CAM to apply in case of GPP.

Events organization
Type of events scheduled in DRIVE project are: public conferences, workshops, demo farmers meetings, living labs
meetings, networking activities.
The choices related to events will be defined also in consideration of COVID19 pandemic restrictions and health
considerations.
Public conferences will be always available via streaming. If the event is held also in a physical way, the location will be
selected in consideration of public transport accessibility (railway station and bus stops).
Demo farmers meetings will be carried out via web (using Microsoft TEAMS platform) in all the cases in which this
solution is possible. The same will be carried out for workshops and Living Labs meetings. For theoretic aspects this is
possible, but for agricultural practices and field applications of the monitoring tool, this solution will be carried out when
supported by videos and tutorial.
In consideration of pandemic restrictions, all the meetings aimed to living labs members of other countries will be held via
web.
Networking with other projects will be held mainly via web.
During physical meetings and conferences, waste containers for separate collection will be available.
Related CAM
Waste Management

Legislative reference
DM 13/02/2014
DM n. 65 10/03/2020

Indications
During the organization of events and more specifically in
the organization of catering or coffee breaks, the
legislation suggests to correctly manage the waste
produced (separation and preparation of separate
collection) and to promote the purchase of foodstuffs at
km 0 or from biological agriculture. In addition, the use of
reusable and washable dishes instead of disposable
dishes should be promoted

Catering and purchase
of foodstuffs

Partners meetings
Partners meetings will be held mainly via web (Microsoft TEAMS platform). The meetings will be held in physical form
only when faced topics are difficult to be discussed through remote connection (e.g. financial documents analysis,
demonstrative activities in field, monitor visits).
About accommodation, hotels with certified environmental management system (EMAS, ISO 14001) or with EU Ecolabel
will be preferred.
Hotels with an environmental policy and action plan, ideally covering green procurement, energy and water saving,
catering services, transportation, waste, and communication to guests should be preferred.

Related CAM
Waste Management

Legislative reference
DM 13/02/2014
DM n. 65 10/03/2020

Indications
During the organization of events and more specifically in
the organization of catering or coffee breaks, the
legislation suggests to correctly manage the waste
produced (separation and preparation of separate
collection) and to promote the purchase of foodstuffs at
km 0 or from biological agriculture. In addition, the use of
reusable and washable dishes instead of disposable
dishes should be promoted.

Catering and purchase
of foodstuffs
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Dissemination material
Electronic format will be used every time is possible.
Notice board and the foreseen copies of brochure will be printed using paper with environmental certification (e.g. Ecolabel) or recycled paper.
Gadgets and dissemination material (e.g. cups, USB-keys, notebooks, pencils) should be made of 100% recycled
materials (or the highest % reachable for that item), be reusable and/or recyclable after use.
All material should be produced in the strictly needed quantity according to the project dissemination strategy.
Related CAM
Printing Paper
Toner
Printing Services

Legislative reference
DM 4/04/2013
DM 17/10/2019
DM 17/10/2019

Indications
The use of recycled paper is recommended in the prints
or publications created. There are different types of
certifications recognized for paper with recycled cellulose
content. In addition, paper bleaching processes should be
avoided. Also for used toners, the use of remanufactured
cartridges or cartridges with a longer useful life is
desirable.

Transports
Travels foreseen in DRIVE project are related to: partners meetings, demonstrative activities in field, stakeholders
groups meetings, living lab meetings, conferences, networking activities.
In previous paragraphs have been described modalities to carry out the activities using remote connection.
In the cases when physical mobility is necessary, the following approach will be followed.
The choices related to transports will be defined also in consideration of COVID19 pandemic restrictions and health
considerations.
DRIVE partners are located in the provinces of Piacenza, Pavia, Milano and Bologna, so flights are not foreseen. Flight
are foreseen for living labs meeting.
To reach the place of the meeting, DRIVE staff will adopt following hierarchy, if possible.
For urban travel:

Walk or cycle

Bus

Private car (to be avoided)
For extra urban travel:

Train

Electric car

Hybrid car

Methane car

Petrol car - euro 4, 5 or 6

Diesel car – euro 6 (to be avoided)
Public transport is preferred to private transport, but this choice will be held also in consideration of health issues due to
COVID19. The same principle will be applied to car sharing.
Related CAM

Legislative reference

Indications

Rental and purchase of
motor vehicles

DM 8/05/2012

Promote the rental or purchase of less polluting cars
(higher Euro class) or with alternative power to petrol or
diesel (eg methane, LPG, electric, etc.).
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Food and caterings
Food preferences will be:

Organic products

Local products

Sustainable products
If possible, above written features should be demonstrated through certifications and labels.
Dishes, glasses and cutlery should be made by bioplastic 100% biodegradable.
Locally grown and produced food and drinks should be used and menus should reflect the seasonal products of the
region. The quantity of food offered should be minimized.
Tap water should be used and served in jugs instead of in single-use bottles.
Catering services with environmental certification or environmental policies will be preferred.
Related CAM
Waste Management

Legislative reference
DM 13/02/2014
DM n. 65 10/03/2020

Indications
During the organization of events and more specifically in
the organization of catering or coffee breaks, the
legislation suggests to correctly manage the waste
produced (separation and preparation of separate
collection) and to promote the purchase of foodstuffs at
km 0 or from biological agriculture. In addition, the use of
reusable and washable dishes instead of disposable
dishes should be promoted.

Catering and purchase
of foodstuffs
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